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One obvious way of preventing undesirable responses is to
control the situation. If the stimuli which tend to result in
undesirable responses can be discovered and eliminated from
the environment, the specific incorrect process will not be
aroused. If it is not aroused, it will not leave a trace to
affect later processes.
Rage, for example, is an undesirable response. Unneces-
sary thwarting and interference with activity may be avoided.
Knocking an expensive vase off the table is an undesirable
response. Placing the vase out of reach of the child is one
way of preventing the accident. These are illustrations of
"the method of disuse." This method, however, does not
always result in learning. A stimulus which has been care-
fully avoided for months on its first reappearance may evoke
the same undesirable response.
Vases, granted they are essential to happiness, cannot al-
ways be put out of reach of climbing five-year-olds. Matches
cannot always be successfully hidden. Ideally, the desirable
response to vases and matches should be established before
accidents happen, or the habit of playing with matches in a
dangerous way is formed. If the wrong way is already estab-
lished, a better way may, as the occasion arises, be suggested.
"The vase is mother's. When you have learned to carry
your cup, your bowl, and the pitcher of milk carefully, you
may carry the vase to the kitchen, put water in it, and
arrange the flowers in it.'* "Father is going to light the
fire. You may carry the matches to him. He will show
you how to use matches. You may light the fire whenever
father is with you." "Put ju$t about half of that spoonful
in your mouth at one time, Bill." "Instead of interfering
with Jimmy, why don't you help him build that house he
has started?" "See if you can't rub out with this furniture
polish the scratches you are making on the table.'* Outlets
for the child's impulses that are likewise satisfactory to other
people can usually be found. Three-year-old Cornelia turned
off the electric light while the members of her family were
eating. When they laughed the first time she did it, she
thought it was a fine game and repeated the performance